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Section 1: c. 300—c. 670

How far was the end of Roman rule in Britain caused by external factors?

Are the Anglo-Saxons who settled in England better seen as welcome newcomers or hostile
invaders?

‘Raedwald was the only notably successful ruler in East Anglia and the southern kingdoms in the
period c. 450 to c. 663.” How justified is this view?

How is the power of the kings of Northumbria best explained?

How important was the work of missionaries to the spread of Celtic Christianity in the period up to
the Synod of Whitby?

Section 2: c. 670-978
‘Irish influence is the main explanation for the cultural flowering in Northumbria in this period.’
Discuss.
How far did Offa’s success as king depend on the foundations laid by Aethelbald?

What best explains the pattern of Viking invasions in the British Isles in the period c. 786-8717?

Assess the view that the establishment of good government was Alfred’s most important
achievement.

‘Edgar maintained the peace but his reign was otherwise unremarkable.’ Discuss.
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Section 3: 978-1135

How effectively was England governed under Ethelred [1?

‘The mixed fortunes of the Danish kings in the period 1016—1042 depended entirely on their abilities.
Consider this judgement.

How successful was Edward the Confessor as King of England?

How great were the changes brought to England by the Norman Conquest in the reign of William 1?

‘Brutal but constructive.” How accurate a judgement is this on the reign of Henry 1?

Section 4: Themes c. 300—c. 1066

Did the focus of Anglo-Saxon kingship in the period c. 560 to 871 change from war and conquest to

effective administration?

Consider the importance of the agrarian economy in England in the eighth and ninth centuries.

What best explains the development of contacts between England and continental Europe in the
seventh and eighth centuries?

Assess the view that the development of trade was the most important reason for the growth of
towns in the period c. 850—1000.

How important is the role of law in explaining the stability of late Anglo-Saxon government and
society?

How prosperous was late Anglo-Saxon England?
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Section 5: 1135-1272

How seriously destabilised was government in England from 1135 to 11547

What best explains the crisis of Henry II’s reign in 1170-11747?

How damaging to King John was his dispute with Innocent 111?

How effectively was England governed during the minority of Henry 111?

What best explains the successes of Llywelyn in the reign of Henry 111?

Section 6: 1272-1399

How successful were Edward I's wars in France?

What best explains the inability of English kings to impose their rule on Scotland up to 13277

‘A period of spectacular achievement.” How valid is this assessment of Edward IlI’s rule in England
up to 13607

What best explains English success in the early years of the Hundred Years War to 13777

Why were Richard II’s relations with his nobility so troubled?
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Section 7: 1399-1485

‘Decisive leadership was the key to Henry V’s remarkable success in ruling England.” How far do

you agree?

How effective was English government at home and abroad during the minority of Henry VI?

What best explains why civil strife broke out in 14557

How effectively did Edward IV manage his relations with foreign powers in the period 1461-14837?

‘Richard Il was never able to shake off the circumstances of his accession.’ Discuss.

Section 8: 1485-1558

‘Henry VII’'s foremost concern was the security of his dynasty.’ Discuss.

(Candidates offering Paper 5c: The Reign of Henry VIl should not answer this question.)

‘Henry VIII's personal considerations brought about the break from Rome.” How valid is this

judgement?

(Candidates offering Paper 5c: The Reign of Henry VIl should not answer this question.)

How persuasive is the view that there was no ‘Tudor Revolution in Government’ in the 1530s?

‘A period of political and religious stability.” Discuss this view of the reign of Mary |.

How effective was English foreign policy in the reigns of Edward VI and Mary 1?
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Section 9: Themes, 1066—1558

Consider the view that towns were flourishing trading centres in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.

How substantial was the expansion of education in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries?

What best explains the popularity of the friars in England in the thirteenth century?

How serious were the consequences of the Black Death for society and economy in England up to
15007

‘A period of remarkable achievement.’ Discuss this view of fifteenth century English architecture.

How important was lay piety to the fifteenth-century Church?
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